Cal Lane 

Dirt Lace

New Work

November 20 – December 18, 2004    Opening: November 20, 2004 
We are pleased to announce that the first solo exhibition of Cal Lane's work to be presented by the Wynick/Tuck Gallery opens on November 20.  The artist will be present between 2-5pm.

Lane has exhibited in Canada and the United States, including galleries in Chicago, Pittsburgh, Halifax and Victoria.  In the Spring of 2002, Lane was the artist-in-residence for the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia where her works were exhibited in a solo exhibition at the Ondaatje Court Sculpture Gallery.  A publication from this show, Fabricate, is available at the gallery.

For this exhibition, Lane will present new works including steel doilies, rust (doily) prints and a dirt installation.  She uses her welding background (she worked as a welder in the construction industry for several years before working towards her BFA) and her fine art studies (Nova Scotia College of Art and Design), in this body of work, to merge the heavy, often grim features associated with construction materials, and the delicate ornamentation associated with the lace patterns that she refers to.  The dirt installation is sifted through a lace material as icing sugar onto a cake.  This sifted dirt becomes light and fragile revealing Lane’s current preoccupation with the ephemeral. 

Ray Cronin, Curator of Contemporary Art for the Art Gallery of Nova Scotia, suggested in his essay for the AGNS publication Fabricate that Lane’s work contributes to central aspects of artistic discourse, including “’high’ versus ‘low’ arts, the distinction between ‘crafts’ and ‘art’, and the relative merit attached to work that has been primarily practiced by women.”  For Cronin, the use of lace patterning especially, “…with its dual use as domestic ornament for furniture and as decorative feature of clothing, inhabits both the home and the public sphere.  This ‘dressing up’ […] can be seen as a Feminist subversion of a powerful site, an intervention into the dominant discourse.”

Addressing her own work, Lane was quoted in the Halifax Herald as saying, “I examine social and cultural ideas by working with visual codes. I appreciate how three-dimensional form involves the space we are in, how it becomes a part of the world, without an obvious function.”  

From a recent statement, Lane says about lace, “… it both veils and reveal[s]…it can represent a funeral, marriage, birth, death, high class, low class, sex…”  About the addition of dirt, she says, “Lace is proud enough, dirt brings it towards filth.”
For more information on Cal Lane and current work in the gallery, please call, or visit our website:

www.wynicktuckgallery.ca

